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FROM HARR I MAN 


'RE CONFE 1062 , 

BASED ON INITIAL SOUNDINGS HERE, MY EVALUATION OF AGREE- 
MENT REACHED YESTERDAY AMONG THREE PRINCES IS THAT IT 
REPRESENTS POSITIVE PROGRESS AND CONSTITUTES REALISTIC 
FRAMEWORK FOR INTERNAL SETTLEMENT LAOS. THERE ARE, OF 
COURSE, MANY QUESTIONS WHICH STILL HAVE TO BE WORKED OUT, 
MOST IMPORTANT OF WHICH IS MANNER IN WHICH DEFINITIVE 
ALLOCATION DEFENSE AND INTERIOR PORTFOLIOS WILL BE 
DECIDED, PHOUMI AND BOUN OUM TELL US THAT, IF A DISPUTE 
ARISES ON THESE POSTS, PRINCES HAVE AGREED THAT KING*S 
DECISION WILL BE FINAL. THIS PROVISION COULD EITHER BE 
A FORMULA WHICH WILL PERMIT FACE-GIVING RLG SURRENDER OF 
DEFENSE AND INTERIOR OR ELSE AN OBSTACLE DELIBERATELY 
INTRODUCED TO SCUTTLE AGREEMENT. OUR COURSE OF ACTION 
MUST CLEARLY BE DESIGNED TO ASSURE THE FORMER PROSPECT. 

OTHER IMPORTANT FEATURES AGREEMENT ARE FACTS RIGHT AND 
LEFT WINGS HAVE BEEN REDUCED TO TWO PORTFOLIES EACH (AND 
TWO SECSTATES) AND THAT LARGEST NUMBER PORT I FOLIOS ARE 
ASSIGNED TO NEUTRAL CENTER. THIS MAKES IT ESSENTIAL THAT 
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VIENTIANE NEUTRALS ARE BEST AVAILABLE AND HAVE SIGNIFICANT 
MINISTRIES. ALSO SECRETARIES OF STATE IN DEFENSE AND INTERIOR 
AS WELL AS CHIEFS OF STAFF AND POLICE ARE IMPORTANT. 

BROWN RETURNING VIENTIANE TOMORROW TO FOLLOW DEVELOPMENTS 
CLOSELY. MOST CRITICAL AT THIS TIME IS TO PREVENT SARIT FROM 
EXERCISING NEGATIVE INFLUENCE ON PHOUMI. 
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